Advances in Immunology, vol 35 H G Kunkel & F J Dixon (ed) pp 281 £26 ISBN 0-12-022435-6 Orlando, Florida: Academic Press 1984 This latest addition to the series covers recent research in six selected areas of immunology. The generation of antibody diversity is investigated using sequencing of both the antibodies and their genes in the murine immune response to phosphorylcholine. Molecular biology techniques are also used in the second report which details ways in which RNA processing mechanisms are involved in selecting the production of either the secreted or membranous forms of immunoglobulin, and in the coexpression on the lymphocyte surface membrane of immunoglobulins of different isotypes. Next we have a description of the receptors for IgE on lymphocytes and macrophages which emphasizes their structural and functional differences from those found on mast cells. Two reviews then centre on the relationship of the mammalian host with rather special types of graft. Transplantation of immunogenic tumours in mice has provided evidence that, as a consequence of the host response to tumour-specific antigens, there is development of a T-cellmediated immunosuppression. It is argued that these observations should be taken into account when designing strategies of immunotherapy. Survival of the fetus in its host probably involves multiple mechanisms, one of which, the possession of suppressor lymphocytes by the fetus, is focused on in a review of fetal-maternal relationships. Finally there is a comprehensive r&sume of the diverse effects of histamine on immunological responses.
The volume as a whole continues the high standards of its predecessors and will appeal not only to immunologists but to all concerned with the topics covered. PETER Research in September 1983, produced by cameraready process in hardback. The book will be useful reference for those whose central interest is the field of calcium entry blockerc; those outside the field who wish to learn about it would probably be better off reading other reviews. Those such as myself on the periphery who wish to keep abreast of the field should give attention to this book; they might find 3 or 4 papers necessary reading and 2 or 3 more of interest. The basic science aspects are heavily emphasized (although I could find no single channel studies), with many of the authors hailing from basic science departments while less than a quarter are from clinical departments. This balance is pretty much reflected in the papers. Perhaps the most disconcerting aspect of collections such as this is the uneven quality of the camera-ready manuscripts and the varying lengths of textsranging from 5 to 22 pages. It is worth noting that the 'Invited Posters' are no less impressive than the other contributions. The book is spattered with errors. It offers a fairly wide spread over basic science aspects with lesser clinical content; it is light in parts, but with some good contributions.
T B BOLTON
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Thrombosis. M Verstraete & J Vermylen pp 339 £25 ISBN 0-08-030799-X (H/bk) £12 ISBN 0-08-031976-9 (P/bk) Oxford: Pergamon Press 1984 This is the most useful and best prepared book published in the past few years in the area of circulatory diseases. The book covers a much larger area than the title suggests, ranging for instance from the pathogenesis, prevention and treatment of acute myocardial ischaemia to a consideration of virtually all aspects of leg ischaemia. It includes a number of useful sections on a variety of common clinical problems like superficial thrombophlebitis, differential diagnosis of deep vein thrombosis and the management of transient and permanent cerebral ischaemia. Because all the book is written by two authors, both of international repute as researchers and clinicians, it is a compact authoritative summary of all the current state of knowledge about most aspects of circulatory disease. Clear and authoritative descriptions of all topics span the whole spectrum of interest
